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FOUR FISHERMEN
CALLED TO JOIN CHRIST

Sunday, September 23, 2018 is the First Sunday of Saint
Luke in the Orthodox Church.  The Gospel reading on that
day is Luke 5:1-11, which reads as follows:  

“At that time, as Jesus was standing by the lake of Gen-
nesaret, he saw two boats by the lake; but the fishermen
had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting
into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to
put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught
the people from the boat. And when he had ceased speak-
ing, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down
your nets for a catch." And Simon answered, "Master, we
toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let
down the nets." And when they had done this, they en-
closed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking,
they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come
and help them. And they came and filled both the boats,
so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he
fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am
a sinful man, O Lord." For he was astonished, and all who
were with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken;
and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not
be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men." And when
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything
and followed him.”

Now having just read this story, you might think that the
main miracle here is the wondrous catch of fish - for
amazingly there was such a catch, that two boats began to
sink from the number of fish hauled aboard! Certainly this
miracle should hold our attention. Yet there is something
more to observe here: there was a preparation and
readiness to receive this miracle!

“The multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of
God...” Part of being prepared is to have an eagerness for
what is being taught. Consider two piano students of equal
talent. One is eager to learn and to practice what he’s
learned. The other would rather be anywhere than with his
teacher or to practice. Which one, do you suppose, will
learn to play the piano? How much more those who listen
to Christ’s words! 

We show eagerness for Christ and for his words when we enter
into the Scriptures, into worship, and into prayer. But above all
those who are eager for Him hunger for His Kingdom. They
yearn for that eternal life which Christ brings to them.

St. Peter however was skeptical. He heard the Lords words,
“Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.” He was skeptical, but he was also obedient: “...
nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” How
beautiful is simple obedience to Christ! St. Peter obeyed
reluctantly, but even better is to obey out of love, for when
we obey out of love we find an overabundance of blessings.
Peter “fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord!’” Here is another “step” on
the way to a wonderful miracle - a step called “humility.”
All blessings come from God, and is not due to our plans or
our cleverness. 

The Apostles accomplished so much during their brief
ministries because they were willing to eagerly, humbly, and
lovingly follow Christ. This willingness ordered their lives
rightly, and such willingness will order our lives rightly, too
- even if we face seemingly impossible odds! It is on this
willingness to follow the Lord that our faith ultimately 
stands or falls. 

So was the great miracle about these fishermen catching
many fish against impossible odds? Perhaps. But maybe the
greater miracle is not that the fishermen caught fish, but
that the fishermen were caught by God. Perhaps the
greater miracle is that when they walked away with the
Lord on that Sunday so long ago their hearts really were
changed. Perhaps, if we are willing, we, too, may be caught
by our Lord. Maybe we, too, can get up and follow Him -
and in finding Him, we will find eternal life.

As we enter a new Ecclesiastical year, may we too, like
Christ’s first followers, His Apostles, be caught by our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, and may we serve Him with that
same eagerness, that same humility, and that same love,
that we too may find eternal life.
With my paternal love in Christ,

+Very Rev. Archimandrite Agathonikos M. Wilson
(Father Mike)

Presiding Priest and Cathedral Dean

Father Wilson
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Suggested Donations at the Door 
$10.00 

Donations to benefit 
The Alzheimer’s Foundation

Refreshments will be served

Book Presentation will begin at 5:30pm, 
followed by Questions & Answers

For further information, please contact
info@assumptionnh.org
assumptionnh@aol.com

or
603.623.2045
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Many people have a tendency to ignore or exclude from their lives 
people who have dementia and Alzheimer’s.  They only include 
people who are suitable to their own lifestyle.  This, after all, is the 
social norm.  However, have you ever thought what it is like to be 
taken over by Alzheimer’s?

When we pause and think about the above questions and try to 
find answers that cannot be found, we can begin to understand 
the distorted world of Alzheimer’s victims – their experiences, and 
their feelings in their isolated world.  Only then, can we relate 
better to their environment.  Only then, we can understand the 
difficulties that are facing them daily, as they strive to show others 
that they are still normal people.

By reading Dr. Niki Karavasilis’ book, The Mental Intruder, you will 
begin to understand the experiences of one person, Soula, her 
dearest friend, who taught her so much about her disease before 
she entered in her own world of Alzheimer’s.  Dr. Karavsilis, too, 
was very ignorant of people with Alzheimer’s and ignored them.

Dr. Karavaislis wrote this book to learn about Alzheimer’s and to 
inform others about this fast-growing disease.  She would also like 
to inform others that the stigma attached to this disease is unjust.  
We have stigmatized this disease as something bad and 
overpowering.  It is a disease that is growing very fast in all the 
corners of the world.  The clinical symptoms of Alzheimer’s are 
apparent, but the cure is a long way from being discovered.  For 
now, the only thing that we can do is to wait and show 
compassion and love to the persons who have Alzheimer’s and 
give support to the caregiver.

Assumption of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church

Philoptochos Society Soteria

Invites you to a Book Signing &Presentation of

The Mental Intruder
A Personal Story about Alzheimer’s

By Dr. Niki Karavasilis
Saturday, September 22, 2018

5:00pm – 7:30pm
111 Island Pond Road
Manchester, NH 03109

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

I was wondering what to write about in this month’s letter,
so I thought to myself why not mention the upcoming fes-
tival, this thing we call the GLENDI.  Yes, you knew it was
going to be the final pep talk on the largest ethnic celebra-
tion north of Boston, yes and it’s all ours, the GLENDI.  I have
said this all before but it is worthy of repeating, this is your
event, all of us together. I cannot urge you enough to come
on out, bring the family, call a couple neighbors bring the
extended family back to their church. We need the biggest
turnout ever and only you can make that possible.

Everyone should have a job by now, if you do not please call
the office and we will find one for you, that you can handle,
we have a few areas where we are a bit light in the help de-
partment. So please call and be part of your GLENDI, a few
hours or most of the day, we have the big tent.   St. George
is the big tent all are welcome no matter the hour so con-
sider this your invitation to attend, to work, to just come by
and buy something. We will be open for business and our
thousands of guests on the 14th and we need you to be part
of things. You will be conspicuous by your absence.  I look
forward to seeing you, it belongs to you so take some own-
ership. Your entire community will be here to welcome you.

I cannot thank all our volunteers enough who have been at-
tending the meetings, working on the ad book, the spon-
sorships, the cooking and the baking. It takes a lot of work
to pull this off and we will do it again--together. As you look
through our ad book try and plan to patronize some of
those who are helping us, frankly helping to pay our bills,
go there for your next meal out, the next new car, the next
pizza, hair do, medical visit let’s thank them when you’re
there for their support of your church. Look for the write
ups in the Hippo and Union Leader, hear the commercials
with our media partners on the radio, see the advertising
we have tried this year, a few different things. All these ef-
forts are to get out our neighbors to come to the Glendi,
we already have you counted as being there and supporting
your church so please heed the call.

May God bless this community of St. George one more
time, may all our hard work be seen for what it truly is:  love
of our Orthodox faith, love of our beautiful cathedral, love
of our St. George community. Despite some of its imperfec-
tions may we see it continue for another hundred years. I
will be looking for you.

Frank C. Comerford, President
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New Members
Connie Papanicolau

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Frechette
Welcome to the Family!

Funerals
Aspasia Demetry
Becky Kokkinos

Katherine Labanaris
Mihai C. Filitis

James & Georgette Psarakis
George Angelopoulos

Vasilios Tsourvakas
Christopher Gregorios

Susan Vergas
May their memories be eternal!

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

With GLENDI fast approaching I just wanted to reach out to
you and give you an update on this year's ad book.  First, I
want to give a big Thank You to all of you that contributed
to the success of this year's ad book. Without your contri-
butions we would never achieve the success we realize with
the ad book. Your generosity insures another great start for
GLENDI 2018.

I also want to thank out financial sponsors who step for-
ward year after year and support our church with sponsor-
ships from $3,000.00 down to $1,000.00.  Please keep the
following sponsors in mind for your own personal needs:
Auto Fair, Manchester Harley Davidson, Dunkin Donuts,
Anagnost Companies, Cross Insurance, Spectrum Market-
ing, Citizen's Bank, Bedford Ambulatory Center, Puritan
Backroom, Apple Therapy, Phaneuf Funeral Home, Primary
Bank, and East Side Plaza. Also, a special shoutout to all our
media sponsors.

With all that said (I know you're all saying get to the punch
line) this year the ad book has taken in $56,525.00 com-
pared to last year's total of $48,600.00. This year's ad book
ranks third in gross dollars raised for the ad book. Again, I
can't thank you enough for coming through for our beloved
church once again. I am forever grateful!

I also want to extend my deepest thanks to our Administra-
tive Assistant Joyce Bourque. The ad book would never hap-
pen without her organizational skills as well as coordination
of all the ads. Thank You Joyce!!!

George N. Copadis
GLENDI Ad Book Chair

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
Beautification Fund in memory of:

Christopher Gregorios $1,000.00
Anthy Tartsa $500.00
Katherine Labanaris $40.00
Vasilios Tsourvakas $335.00

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Hartofelis 
generously donated $100.00 to the

St. George Greek Orthodox Sunday School Fund. 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Hartofelis
generously donated $100.00 to the 

St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral Glendi Fund.

Mr. & Mrs. George A. Hasiotis 
generously donated $500.00 

to the Metropolis of Boston Camp Fund for 
St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral

children who want to go to camp next year.

COMMUNITY NEWS

ANAGENNESIS 
LADIES SOCIETY DUES

The dues will be collected during Coffee Hour in the Commu-
nity Center.  The dues this year are $15.00.  Please see
Dorothy Chakas during coffee hour to pay your dues
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GLENDI COOKING
Cooking/Baking Schedule for September

Sept. 10th at 9:00 am Spinach Pita- Angela Dion
Sept 11th at 9:00 am Spinach Pita- Angela Dion

Volunteers needed. Please come for a couple of hours 
or stay for the whole day, which ever you decide just 
know you are a vital part of our Glendi Celebration.  

Cooking begins at 9:00 a.m. Coffee and snacks provided.

WE HAVE A TWITTER 
AND INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT

Here are the tags 
Twitter - @SaintGeorgeNH    

Instagram -  saintgeorgegreekchurchnh

PRAYER FOR THE 
CONQUEST OF CANCER

Glory to You, O God and our hope, Glory to You.  O Lord, in
whose hands are the issues of life and death, we thank You
that You are a God of Love. From the gift of our lives to the
moment we return to You, we are in Your loving care.  We
turn to You in times of joy and pain.  We are concerned with
those in pain, those who suffer from cancer, and those who
care for them. Bless, we pray, those who minister to the
victims of this dread disease.  Give them the skill and
knowledge that cures may be wrought. Heal, we pray, those
who suffer that their pain may be replaced by joy. Give, we
pray, a discovery of the cure for cancer and the knowledge
of how to prevent it. Increase, we pray, Your ministry of
healing through all who labor and research and the health
professions.  That one day we may rejoice in a world free
from the scourge of cancer in which all may live out their
span of life in useful service to You. We pray this in Your
Holy Name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever,
and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

One day, a parishioner 
complained to his priest that
the Church and Christianity is 

one continual “give, give, give.” 

To which the priest replied, 
“Thank you very much for the
finest definition of Christianity
I have ever heard. You’re right,

Christianity is all about a 
constant “give, give, give.” 

God giving His only Son 
to the world to show 

His unconditional love. 
His Son Jesus

giving His life on the cross to
forgive our sins and destroy death. 

Then our Lord’s disciples
giving all they had 

to make sure God’s Good News
of love was preached 

to all people everywhere. 
They not only gave away 

their homes and businesses,
but even gave up their lives 

as martyrs in gratitude to God!
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Michael & Donna Aboshar
Mark & Elaine Adam
Arthur Adamakos
William Aivalikles
Anastasia Ambargis
Alex Anagnost & Amy Cloutier
Diakaios & Demetria Anagnost
Stavros Anagnost
Alexander Apostol
Panagiota Arfanakis
Sally Argeriou
Dana & Ashley Arsenault
James & Lynne Arvanitis 
William & Cheryl Athanas
Bradley & Katerina Atkinson
Christos & Alexandra Babis 
Christine Ballas
Toula Barber
Jaime & Ashley Moufarge Bardwell 
Curtis & Erika Barnes
Helen Benson
George & Joy Bentas
Joan Bentas
William & Susan Berry
Lawrence & Zoya Berube
Diane Bobotas
Peter & Kate Boisvert
Richard & Georgiann Boisvert
Thomas & Joanne Bonito
Thomas & Paula Borbotsina
Keir & Joanne Bordner
Arthur Boujoukos
Christopher & Angeliki Bourassa
William & Nancy Brennan
Fanny Canotas
Brian, Cathy & Alexis Carr
Daniel & Amanda Casey
Gregory & Meagan Chadis
Dorothy Chakas
Steve Chakas
William & Maria+ Chaloge
Daphne Chiavaras
Fran Chiavaras
Stephanie Chiavaras
Robert & Mary-Ann Choquette
Christos & Barbara Chrisafides
Dean & Evangeline Christon
William C. Christy
Marie Clapsaddle
Ronald & Marion Coble
Pamela Colantuono
Brian Comerford
Frank & Alice Comerford
George Copadis
Nick Copadis
Lynn Cross
Alice Crusade
Jenny Dakos
Maria Dakos
Julia Damalas
Maria Damalas
Sturgis Damalas
Nancy Daskal
Athanasios & Christine Dellas
Louis & Alexandra Demos
Alexander & Michelle Deris
John & Eileen Deris
Vivi Desjardins
Michael & Demetra Dillon
George & Linda Dimakis
Harry Dimos

Michael & Christina Dimos
Zoes & Athena Dimos
Robert & Angela Dion
Tom & Carol Dionis
Nicholas & Artemis Donis
Effie Dovas
John & Marie Dovas
Susan Duffy
Michael & Elizabeth Ferrari
Jim & Stephanie Ferro
Robyn & Alexys Ficek
Franceen Ballas Flynn
Nancy Folis
Kristine Gagne
Matthew Gatsas
Michael Gatsas
Pauline Gatsas
Theodore & Cassandra Gatsas
Kostas & Visaria Gekas
Demetrios & Stephanie Georgaklis
Barbara George
Alexander Georgeou
Stephen & Brenda Gikas
Aphrodite Giotas
Ifigenia Giotas
Timothy & Evangelia Giotas
Martin & Caroline Glennon
Christopher Gregorios+
Evangelos & Grace Griburas
Peter & Tana Gustafson
Maria Macaronas Hand
George & Georgia Karafotias Harb
Louise Hart
Nicholas & SeSun Hartofelis
Stephanie Spanos Honan
William & Jennifer Hughen
William & Joan Hughen
John Ine
Alice Ivos
Alexander & Jessica Jasiukowicz
John & Kathryn Jaskolka
Nicholas Jaskolka
Jason & Alexis Jones
Betty Kacavas
Thomas & Irene Kalampalikis
Angeliki Kanellos
William & Orania Kanteres
Christos & Haido Karageorgos
Emilianos & Theodora Karagiannis
Theodore & Panagiota Karametros
John & Barbara Karanasios
Eva Karandanis
Rigas & Maria Karoutsos
John & Elaine Katsoupis
Chris & Helen Kehas
Anna Kennefick
Peter & Elaine Kiriakoutsos
George & Elizabeth Kitsis
Martha Kokkinos
Andrea Kokolis
Ernie Kotekas
William Kotekas
Mary Koukos
Dennis & Anita Kounas
Michael & Afthalia Koustas
Sophia Koustas
Katherine Koutroubas & Family
Johny & Katelyn Kuttab
George & Dafnoula Lalopoulos
Michael & Erica Lawton
Eudoxia Lazos

STEWARDSHIP 2018
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STEWARDSHIP 2018
Philip Liakos
Stephen & Maureen Liakos
Mary Lianos
Daniel & Maria Lustenberger
John+ & Marie MacArthur
William & Claire Macenas
Kathryn MacPhee
Emanuel & Kathleen Malatras
Stamatia Malatras
Helena Malik
Effie Mandelos
Pamela Manolakis
Joyce Mantia
Soterios & Pamela Margaritis
Anthony & Karen Massahos
Margaret Mathios
Mark McCue & Vasiliki Canotas
Michael & Kaleope McKnight
Harry & Imelda Mehos
Socrates & Evdoxia Merisotis
Aspa Michalopoulos
Kerri Mikolaities
Olga Mikolaities
Spiro & Maria Millios
David & Helen Minkle
Demetrios Mitsopoulos
Nikolas & Lyndsay Mitsopoulos
Roula Mitsopoulos
Spiros & Sharon Mitsopoulos
Timothy Mitsopoulos
Zachary Mitsopoulos
Soultana Mokas
Marilyn Motowylak
Cathy Moufarge
Bess Mousseau
Elias Moutsioulis
Kosta & Nikki Moutsioulis
John Nacos
Leonidas & Georgia Nacos
Alkiviadis Nakos
Andromahi Nakos
Mark Nakos
Theodora Nakos
Charles, Iris & Nick Newdorf
Michael & Elaine Oleniak
Michael & JoAnn O’Shaughnessy
Demetrios & Maria Palangas
Nicholas Palangas
William Pananos
Andrew & Donnalee Panos
Costas & Mary Papachristos
Andrew Papanicolau
Connie Papanicolau
Demetri Papanicolau
Frank & Athanasia Papanicolau
Arthur & Dawn Pappas
Christopher Pappas
William & Toni Pappas
Jason & Heather Parent
Evangelos & Brenda Pervanas
George Petrikas
Marie Pierce
Mark & Paula Pierce
Eugenia Pleat
Greg & Beth Plentzas
Philip & Sofia Plentzas
James & Haley Politis
Evangelos & Pauline Poulos
Gregory Poulos

Eleni Randos
Chrisoula Ricard
Giorgio & Denise Ricciardi
Georgia Saitas
Christos & Jackie Samaras
James & Christine Samaras
Joanna Samaras
Maria Samaras
Diana Seitz
George Sioras
Joyce Skaperdas
Georgia Sousa
Kostas & Tina Spanos
Stergios Spanos
Evangeline Statires
John & Elizabeth Stavropoulos
James & Nita Stewart
Eva Stilkey
Angelo Suciu
Visarion & Sotiria Sverkos
Olga Sysyn
Thomas Sysyn
James & Dorothy Tagalakis
Lisa Tagalakis
Andrea Tartsa
Vasilios & Nancy Tatsis
Tracy Terrio
Theodora Thanos
William Theodosopoulos & Charlene Matthews
Greg Timbas
Arthur N. Tolios
Vasiliki Tolios
Mary Tosi
George & Joyce Trapotsis
Vasso Tsingos
Dorothea Tsipopoulos
Thomas & Ginny Tsirimokos
Hercules & Constance Tsirovakas
Vasilios+ & Christos Tsourvakas
Alexandra Tsoutsas
Despina Tsoutsas
George Tsoutsas
Despina Tziros
Peter & Ashley Tziros
Cathy Valiton
Christos Veziris
Stergios & Christine Vizakis
Vasilios Vlahos
James & Constance Vlangas
Matthew & Darcie Vlangas
Fotios & Joanna Vougias
Theofilos & Angela Vougias
Vasilios & Christina Vougias
Edward & Cynthia Wade
Matthew & Mary Wade
Jeremy & Argy Walker
Timothy & Kristen Wheeler
Michael & Ellen Whitney
Helen Wilcox
Fr. Agathanikos Wilson
Philip & Nicole Wu
Arthur Zetes
Aristotle & Joanne Zevos
Eric Zink
George & Phyllis Zioze
George & Ourania Zogopoulos
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OUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS 
CHRISTIAN STEWARDS

Saint Phocas the Gardener lived in the late 3rd Century, in
the ancient region of Paphlagonia (now northern Turkey).
Phocas lived humbly on the sale of fruits and vegetables he
would grow in his garden. Through his work, Phocas fed the
hungry and gave shelter to those in need. Because of his
dedication to his work and his generosity to those in need,
he became a Christian example to others. Even the
nonbelievers treated him with respect, and by his Christ-
like manner, many were drawn to the Christian Faith.

Saint Euphrosynos worked as cook in a monastery in
Palestine, serving the brother monks humbly and faithfully.
The others were not aware of the depth of his spiritual
growth until it was revealed in a dream to a priest-monk of
the monastery and then related to the brother monks.
Euphrosynos is known to us by his humble work – Saint
Euphrosynos the Cook. 

In times of trouble or worry, especially over our career, we
call upon God to strengthen us, to provide opportunity and
to bring us success. When we achieve some measure of
worldly success, it is easy to say to ourselves as we read in
the Old Testament Book of Deuteronomy (8:17), “My power
and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth
for me.” But the next verse quickly reminds us, “Remember
the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to
produce wealth.” 

As Christian Stewards we are called to give back to God
from the “first fruits” of our labor. We support our parish
and her ministries in an intentional way and not with only
what it left after everything else has been taken care of.

FEAST OF THE ELEVATION OF
THE HOLY CROSS: 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross, one of the major
feasts of our Church and a strict fasting day will be celebrated
with a Vesperal Divine Liturgy on Thursday, September 13,
2018 at 7:00 p.m.  The procession with cross on the tray of
basil will take place at the conclusion of the service.  

TRISAGION ON 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

On Sunday, September 9, 2018 a Seventeen Year Trisagion
Service will be held at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy for
the Orthodox Christians who fell asleep in the Lord in the
tragic events in New York City, Washington, DC, and in the
fields of Pennsylvania on September 11, 2001.  May we never
forget that day and may their memory be eternal!

ADULT EDUCATION: 
ORTHODOX LIFE CLASS

Our Orthodox Life Class will be held on Thursday evening at
7:00 p.m., beginning on Thursday, October 4, 2018.  This year
our class will be an Introduction to the Orthodox Church and
will use a text book and study guide prepared by Father
Anthony Coniaris. This class provides vital information to the
adult learner as you will learn everything about the Orthodox
Church that you probably did not learn in Sunday School. This
class is really about, “everything I want to know about the
Orthodox Church but did not know what to ask”.  This class
will meet in the Annex Building located on Amherst Street
behind the Church.

ADULT EDUCATION: 
BIBLE STUDY CLASSES

Beginning on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 we will have two
Bible Study Classes meeting on Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. and
again at 7:00 p.m.  The morning Bible Study Class will be
studying the Epistle of Saint Paul to the Romans this coming
year.  The evening Bible Study Class will be studying the First
Epistle of Saint Paul to the Corinthians.  Both classes will be
held in the Annex Building located on Amherst Street behind
the Church.

September 14, 15 & 16th
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ECCLESIASTICAL NEW YEAR:  
SEPTEMBER 1

For the maintenance of their armed forces, the Roman
emperors decreed that their subjects in every district
should be taxed every year. This same decree was reissued
every fifteen years, since the Roman soldiers were obliged
to serve for fifteen years. At the end of each fifteen-year
period, an assessment was made of what economic
changes had taken place, and a new tax was decreed, which
was to be paid over the span of the fifteen years. This
imperial decree, which was issued before the season of
winter, was named Indictio, that is, Definiton, or Order. This
name was adopted by the emperors in Constantinople also.
At other times, the latter also used the term Epinemisis,
that is, Distribution (Dianome). 

It is commonly held that Saint Constantine the Great
introduced the Indiction decrees in A.D. 312, after he
beheld the sign of the Cross in heaven and vanquished
Maxentius and was proclaimed Emperor in the West. Some,
however (and this seems more likely), ascribe the
institution of the Indiction to Augustus Caesar, three years
before the birth of Christ. Those who hold this view offer
as proof the papal bull issued in A.D. 781 which is dated
thus: Anno IV, Indictionis LIII -that is, the fourth year of the
fifty-third Indiction. From this, we can deduce the
aforementioned year (3 B.C.) by multiplying the fifty-two
complete Indictions by the number of years in each (15),
and adding the three years of the fifty-third Indiction.

There are three types of Indictions: 1) That which was
introduced in the West, and which is called Imperial, or
Caesarean, or Constantinian, and which begins on the 24th
of September; 2) The so-called Papal Indiction, which begins
on the 1st of January; and 3) The Constantinopolitan, which
was adopted by the Patriarchs of that city after the fall of
the Eastern Empire in 1453. This Indiction is indicated in
their own hand on the decrees they issue, without the
numeration of the fifteen years. This Indiction begins on the
1st of September and is observed with special ceremony in
the Church. Since the completion of each year takes place,
as it were, with the harvest and gathering of the crops into
storehouses, and we begin anew from henceforth the
sowing of seed in the earth for the production of future
crops, September is considered the beginning of the New
Year. The Church also keeps festival this day, beseeching
God for fair weather, seasonable rains, and an abundance

of the fruits of the earth. The Holy Scriptures (Lev. 23:24-5
and Num. 29:1-2) also testify that the people of Israel
celebrated the feast of the Blowing of the Trumpets on this
day, offering hymns of thanksgiving. In addition to all the
aforesaid, on this feast we also commemorate our Savior's
entry into the synagogue in Nazareth, where He was given
the book of the Prophet Esaias to read, and He opened it
and found the place where it is written, "The Spirit of the
Lord is upon Me, for which cause He hath anointed Me..."
(Luke 4:16-30).

It should be noted that to the present day, the Church has
always celebrated the beginning of the New Year on
September 1. This was the custom in Constantinople until
its fall in 1453 and in Russia until the reign of Peter I.
September 1 is still festively celebrated as the New Year at
the Patriarchate of Constantinople; among the Jews also
the New Year, although reckoned according to a moveable
calendar, usually falls in September. The service of the
Menaion for January 1 is for our Lord's Circumcision and for
the memorial of Saint Basil the Great, without any mention
of its being the beginning of a new year.

FATHER’S OFFICE HOURS 

Father’s Office Hours

Monday – Wednesday – Friday

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Thursday  11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday and Saturday By Appointment

FATHER’S CONTACT 
INFORMATION
Cell Phone: (603) 856-6749

E-mail: revframwilson@yahoo.com

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
If your address changes, please give the Cathedral Office a
call at 622-9113 and let them know of the change. 
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St. George 
Board of Directors

Anagennesis Ladies
Society Board 2018

V. Rev. Fr. Agathonikos M.
Wilson
Dean of the Cathedral

Frank C. Comerford
President

John Stavropoulos
1st Vice President

Philip Liakos 
2nd Vice President

Andrew Papanicolau 
Treasurer

Timothy Giotas
Secretary
Steve Chakas
George Copadis
William Hughen
William Macenas
Cathy Moufarge
Nicoletta Moutsioulis
George Skaperdas
Gregory Timbas
Thomas Tsirimokos
Theofilos Vougias

Cathy Moufarge
President

Kelly O’Brien Hebert
Vice President

Kathy Dovas Jaskolka
Secretary

Carol Dionis
Treasurer

Dorothy Chakas
Membership

Diane Spiro LaRoche
Sunshine

Marga Bessette
Jenny Dakos
Christina Dimos
Angela Dion
Tana Kilmer Gustafson
Eva Marie Mavrofrides Stilkey
Veneta Tatakis
Tracy Terrio

THE NATIVITY OF THE
THEOTOKOS: SEPTEMBER 8

The first Great Feast to fall in the Church Year is the Nativity
of the Most-Holy Theotokos. It is entirely fitting that at the
beginning of the new religious year all Orthodox Christians
should come before the highest example of human holiness
that the Orthodox Church holds precious and venerates
that of Mary, the Theotokos and Mother of God. This day
is seen as one of universal joy; for on this day the boundary
of the Old and New Covenants was born the Most-Blessed
Virgin, pre-arranged from the ages by Divine Providence to
serve the mystical Incarnation of God the Word.

The first Old Testament Reading of Vespers speaks of the
dream of Jacob, one of the Old Testament Patriarchs, when
he fled the wrath of his brother Esau. He saw a ladder
extending from earth to heaven, with angels ascending and
descending. When he awoke, Jacob blessed with oil the
stone on which he had slept and called it Bethel, meaning
house of God. The Most-Pure Mother of God is seen here
as that ladder between heaven and earth, uniting earth
with heaven in her womb. She who carried God in her
womb is truly Bethel, none other than the house of
God...and the gate of heaven.

The birth of the Most-Holy Theotokos took place in the
following manner: Her father, the Righteous Joachim, was
a descendant of King David, to whom God had promised
that from the seed of his descendants would be born the
Savior of the world. Her mother, the Righteous Anna, was
the daughter of Matthan, and through her father was of the
tribe of Aaron and through her mother was of the tribe of
Judah. The spouses lived in Nazareth of Galilee.

Joachim and Anna had no children, and all their life they
grieved about this, especially since they were now in old
age. Scorn and mockery was their lot, for at that time
childlessness was reckoned as a shame. But they never
murmured and only the more fervently beseeched God,
humbly trusting in His Will.

Once, during the time of a great Feast, the offering which
Joachim took to Jerusalem to offer to God in the Temple,
was not received by the priest, who reckoned that a
childless man was not worthy to bring a sacrifice to God.
This greatly grieved the old man and he, counting himself
only a sinner among men, decided not to return home, but
to flee to a place of solitude in a deserted place.

Anna, having heard how her husband had been humiliated
by the priest, began to fast, and in prayer sadly beseeched
God to grant her a child. In the wilderness, secluded and
fasting, Joachim also prayed to God about this.

The prayers of the Holy Spouses were heard. The angel
Gabriel came to them and announced that a daughter
would be born to them, whom the whole human race
would call blessed. At the command of the Heavenly
Messenger, Joachim and Anna returned to Jerusalem
where, according to the promise of God, a daughter was
born to them, whom they named Mary.

This child, the Most-Holy Virgin Mary, pure and virtuous,
surpassed not only all men, but even the angels, being
manifested as the Living Temple, the Heavenly Gate,
ushering in Christ to the Universe as the Salvation of our
souls. The Nativity of the Mother of God pre-announced
the approaching time when the great and comforting
promise of God concerning the salvation of the human race
from the slavery of the devil was to be accomplished. The
Mother of the First-Born of all Creation was revealed to all
of us as a merciful Intercessor to whom we perpetually run
for help in all things.
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THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY 
CROSS:  SEPTEMBER 14

An important Feast Day of the Orthodox Church is
celebrated on September 14.  This is the Feast of the
Elevation of the Holy Cross.  This important feast day is the
only one of the Twelve Great Feasts which does not
celebrate an event in the life of Jesus Christ or of the
Theotokos.  The Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
celebrates four great events about the Holy Cross. The Holy
Cross is praised by all Christians.  Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, and many other Christians make the sign of the
cross.  The cross is on Churches.  Many people wear small
crosses around their necks.

The stories of the events for this feast day are found in
Church history.  The first story of this feast happened to the
Constantine in 312 AD.  Constantine was preparing for
battle with his enemy, Maxentius.  It was a very important
battle because whoever won this battle would become the
ruler of the Roman Empire.  The night before the battle,
Constantine saw something in the sky.  It was a Cross with
these words, “By this sign conquer.”  At this time,
Constantine was not a Christian, but he was emotionally
moved by this sign.  He ordered all of his soldiers to put a
cross on their shields before they went into battle.
Constantine and his soldiers won and Constantine became
the ruler of the Roman Empire.

The second part of this event involves Saint Helen.  She was
the mother of Constantine and she was a Christian.  St.
Helen wanted to see for herself the lands where Jesus lived
and died.  Constantine, who respected his mother, sent her,
along with her servants and soldiers to guard them, to
Jerusalem.  St. Helen made several trips to Jerusalem.  On
her trips, she had many churches built.  But the greatest
thing that happened on one of her trips was that she found
the Holy Cross on which Christ was crucified.  The Holy
Cross was found under a mound at Golgatha.  The Holy
Cross remained with the Church of Jerusalem.

St. John Chrysostom in 395 AD wrote about St. Helen
finding the Holy Cross.  He tells how St. Helen found at
Golgatha a mound.  This mound had the herb sweet basil
growing on it.  When St. Helen had her servants dig up the
mound they found three crosses.  The cross in the middle
had a sign on it with these words, “Jesus of Nazareth, King
of the Jews.”  This was the sign placed over the head of
Jesus when He was crucified.  This told St. Helen that this

was the true cross of Jesus.  St. Helen let the Holy Cross
remain with the Church of Jerusalem.

The third event, which is remembered on September 14, is
called the “Elevation of the Holy Cross.”  After Constantine
had recognized Christianity, he ordered a church erected at
the place of the Holy Sepulcher.  This is another name for
the place of the tomb of Jesus.  The Church was named
“The Resurrection” and was dedicated on September 14,
335 AD.  However, something important happened that
day.  The Bishop of Jerusalem, Makarios, wanted the people
to see the Holy Cross.  So he brought the Holy Cross out of
the church and raised it up high so everyone could see it.
The faithful were so glad, but yet awed to see the Cross that
they cried out “Lord, have mercy” – “Kyrie Eleison.” 

The fourth event takes place several centuries later in 629
AD.  This event celebrates the return of the Holy Cross to
Jerusalem.  In 614 AD the Persians had invaded the Holy
Lands and since they were not Christians they had no
respect for the Holy Cross.  In one hard-fought battle, they
took the Holy Cross away from Jerusalem.  The Persians
knew how important the Holy Cross was for the Christians,
who were very upset by this act and they kept on fighting
the Persians.  This war lasted for fifteen years.  Finally,
Emperor Heraclitos, in 629 AD recovered the Holy Cross
from the Persians and he took it to Constantinople.  In a
great celebration and a magnificent ceremony at the
Church of Hagia Sophia, the emperor lifted up the Holy
Cross for all to see and to venerate.  The second exaltation
of the Holy Cross is also celebrated on September 14.

Now, the Church fathers knew that the Holy Cross was not
safe.  Foreign invaders were constantly coming into the Holy
Land and the Holy Cross was forever in danger of being
captured.  So, when the Holy Cross was returned to the
Christians, a decision was made to cut up the cross.  They
felt that pieces of the cross would be safe if these pieces
were given to the great centers of Christianity.  The Church
fathers sent sections of the Holy Cross to Jerusalem,
Constantinople, Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch.  These four
events, the vision of the cross seen by Constantine; the
finding of the cross by St. Helen; the construction and the
dedication of the Church of the Resurrection; and the
return of the cross to Jerusalem, make up the Feast of the
Elevation of the Holy Cross.

Edited from The Story of Icons, by Mary P. Hallick, Ed.D., c.
2001, Holy Cross Orthodox Press, Brookline, MA
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     Taverna Night 
      St. George Cathedral 

  650 Hanover Street 
          Manchester NH 

   
 October 13, 2018 
   7 p.m. – 11 p.m. 

 
$20.00 admission 

Children under 16 Free 
includes Greek appetizers 

 
Greek and American Music 

The Salonica Boys 
Beer and Wine Bar 

 
Tickets available at Church Office, and after Liturgy on  

Sundays during Coffee Hour. 
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NAME_________________________________________________________SPOUSE (If Married)  __________________________________________

STREET____________________________________________________CITY____________________________STATE_______ZIP ________________

HOME PHONE_______________________________MOBILE PHONE_______________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________EMAIL ADDRESS of Spouse (If Married)  ____________________________________

DEPENDENT CHILDREN’S names and birthdates:  __________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

May we include your contact information in the parish directory?   YES     NO     May we add you to our parish email list?   YES     NO

Indicate any information you would like excluded from parish directory: __________________________________________________________________  

My Pledge to St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in 2018 (Please respond as soon as you can!)

TREASURE

In gratitude for God’s blessings, I/we commit to Christ and His Church the following amount for 2018: $________________________

I WILL FULFILL MY PLEDGE IN THIS MANNER:   MONTHLY     QUARTERLY     YEARLY     OTHER ___________________________________

I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MY PLEDGE BILLED TO MY DEBIT / CREDIT CARD. (This is preferred in order to save fees)

Card #:______________________________________________________________  Exp. Date:_____________  CCV#: ________________________   

PLEASE BILL MY CARD:     YEARLY     QUARTERLY     MONTHLY

Joyful Giving – Stewardship 2018 Pledge Form

TIME & TALENT
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INDIVIDUAL STEWARDS should indicate areas of interest with a check mark. FAMILIES should mark “H” for HUSBAND, “W” for WIFE, or “C” for CHILDREN.

EDUCATION 
 _____ Bible Study 

 _____ Adult Religious Education 

 _____ Intro to Orthodoxy 

 _____ Publications 

 _____ Speakers 

 _____ Library 

YOUTH 
 _____ Sunday School Teacher 

 _____ GOYA 

 _____ Little Lambs 

 _____ Hope/Joy 

 _____ Scouts 

 _____ Basketball

 _____ Youth Choir

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
 _____ Garden & Landscape 

 _____ Clean-up 

 _____ Interior Repairs 

 _____ Exterior Repairs 

 _____ Hall Rentals 

ADMINISTRATION 
 _____ Review / Audit

 _____ By-Laws 

 _____ Office Help 

 _____ Computer / Technical 

 _____ Data Entry

 _____ Board of Directors

 _____ Anagenesis

DEVELOPMENT / FUNDRAISING 
 _____ Glendi 

LITURGICAL 
 _____ Sanctuary & Altar Care 

 _____ Altar boys / Acolytes 

 _____ Baking Prosfora 

 _____ Choir 

 _____ Reader 

 _____ Greeter / Usher 

MINISTRIES & PROGRAMS 
 _____ Campus Ministry 

 _____ Welcome Team 

 _____ New Member Events 

 _____ Outreach 

 _____ Stewardship 

 _____ Sunday Fellowship / Coffee 

 _____ Visitation – Hospital 

 _____ Visitation – Shut-ins 

 _____ Feed the Hungry 

 _____ Prison Ministry 

 _____ Grief Bereavement Group 

 _____ Disaster Relief Projects 

 _____ Blood Drives 

 _____ Project Mexico 

 _____ Int’l Orth Christian Charities 

 _____ OCMC Mission Center 

 _____ Seniors Ministry 

 _____ Couples Ministry 

 _____ Singles Ministry 

 _____ Military Ministry 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 _____ Website & E-mail 

 _____ Bulletin & Newsletter 

 _____ Public Relations
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ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL, MANCHESTER, NH 
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 

2018-2019 

(Separate form for each child please) 

NAME________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE__________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER_______________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ 

DATE OF BIRTH________________________________________________________ 

MOTHER’S NAME______________________________________________________ 

FATHER’S NAME_______________________________________________________ 

Does your child have any allergies or medical conditions that the staff should be aware of? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

I give permission for pictures of my child to be used in the St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
newsletter and St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral social media. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature 

GRADE ____________


