St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral

JESUS OF NAZARETH
IS PASSING BY

The Gospel of Saint Luke 18:35-43, which is read in the
Church on December 2 this year, tells us that our Lord Jesus
is visiting the town of Jericho. A blind man upon hearing
all of the commotion of the people waiting to see Jesus
asked what was going on. They told him “Jesus of Nazareth
is passing by.”

The text of the Gospel lesson is as follows: “At that time, as
Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the
roadside begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he in-
quired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth
is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!" And those who were in front rebuked him,
telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son
of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and com-
manded him to be brought to Him; and when he came near,
He asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" He said,
"Lord, let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Re-
ceive your sight; your faith has made you well." And immedi-
ately he received his sight and followed Him, glorifying God;
and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.”

Now this blind beggar could have said, “Jesus? What can
He do for me? | am blind.” But he didn’t. When a person
really believes in Jesus he never says, “It can’t be done.” He
knows that with God all things are possible. So the blind
man, realizing that the opportunity of his life was about to
pass right in front of him, reached out to grab it. He cried
out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

The people gathered around him tried to stop him. “Those
who were in front,” says the Gospel, “rebuked him, telling
him to be silent; but he cried out all the more.” He was de-
termined to come face to face with Jesus. Nothing would
stop him. He refused to be silent and he refused to be re-
strained. His sense of need drove him relentlessly into the
presence of Jesus. If a man wants a miracle, then that is
exactly the kind of spirit that he must have. He must be
persistent in his quest.

The blind beggar gave everything that he had. He cried out
to Jesus persistently and with passionate faith despite the
rebuke of the crowd, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
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me!” The result was that he found Jesus, he found God!
“Jesus stopped,” says the Gospel, “and commanded him to
be brought to Him.” All heaven is stopped in its course, the
world beyond our world is brought to attention, in all its
healing power, by just one cry of human need. God is al-
ways stopped by an honest cry of faith.

The people around him try to stop him but the blind man
cries louder, “Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy on me!” Hear-
ing the cry, Jesus stood still. What a marvelous revelation
of God this is! Jesus was no doubt on His way to some im-
portant mission. But above the noise of the crowd He
heard the cry for help and He stopped. “And Jesus stood
still,” says the Gospel. Prayer has the power to stop God
and to center His attention upon you, just you. The blind
man reached out to Jesus through prayer and Jesus
stopped. Suppose the blind man had not prayed? Jesus
would have passed him by. And how many needs are there
in your life that are not met simply because you have not
prayed? How many times has God passed you by because
you did not ask Him to stop?

And all things whatsoever you shall ask in prayer, believing,
you shall receive. The limit God places is not on His ability
or willingness to give, but on our willingness to ask and our
capacity to believe. No greater moment comes into the life
of any person than when, out of a recognition of need and
faith in Christ’s power to meet that need, he falls on his
knees in humility and begins to pray. This man whose
prayer stopped Jesus was you and me. He was not the ruler
of the country. He was not some prominent or important
person, he was a mere beggar. He was a man who may
have been on the very bottom of the social ladder. But in
the face of the need of just one person, one very obscure
person, the Son of God stopped and gave him His full atten-
tion. He made available His mighty power.

“Jesus stopped and asked him, what do you want Me to do
for you?” And the man said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.”
Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight, your faith has made
you well!” And immediately he received his sight and he
followed Him.

When the blind beggar heard that Jesus of Nazareth was
passing by, he seized life’s greatest opportunity and he re-
ceived his sight. Life’s greatest opportunity for us, too, is that

r t h o d o «x C a t h e d r a |1



Jesus of Nazareth is passing by, today, right now! He contin-
ually knocks on the door of our hearts. He reveals Himself
to us through Scriptures, through the Bible. He speaks to us
through the Church. He offers Himself to us through the
Sacraments. He is always just a prayer away from us.

Yet, are we, like the blind beggar, aware that Jesus is passing
by? Do we profit by His presence or do we remain silent
and inactive until He is gone? The blind beggar might have
sat beside the road, listening and wondering, but doing
nothing until his great opportunity had passed him by and
he would have remained merely the blind beggar by the
roadside. How many of us are doing just that? If we allow
Jesus to pass us by then we shall remain poor, blind beggars
who failed to respond, to seize the opportunity that would
have given us our sight, light, happiness, joy and fulfillment
beyond our highest expectation.

To miss Christ is to miss all! To gain Christ is to gain all! “Be-
hold, | stand at the door and knock,” says Jesus. The door
is your heart and mine. Will you slam the door shut with
your indifference, or will you take advantage of life’s great-
est opportunity and invite Him into your life?

With my paternal love in Christ,

Very Rev. Archimandrite Agathonikos M. Wilson

L Wb

ather Mike)
Presiding Priest and Dean of the Cathedral

THE HOME INSTEAD
SENIOR CARE
“BE A SANTA TO A
SENIOR PROGRAM”

The Home Instead Senior Care of Manchester “Be a Santa to
a Senior Program” is meant to brighten the lives of lonely or
isolated seniors of Hillsborough County and let them know
they are being thought of and remembered this Christmas
season. The gifts will be delivered to local meals on wheels
recipients along with their meals during Christmas week. Gift
tags will be available during the first week of December.
Generic male/female gifts are all that are needed, to keep it
simple and easy. Gifts need to be returned to the church by
Tuesday, December 11, 2018. Examples of appropriate gifts
are listed on the individual tags.
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Dear St. George Community,

| want to thank everyone who attended the harvest pancake
breakfast last month! It means a lot to me to see so many
people supporting our Sunday School program and support-
ing our kids.

Oh, the joys of preparing for Christmas! To be honest, | love
all the extra excitement of preparing for and celebrating
Christmas. It is a time to honor family traditions and create
new traditions. Christmas is the time to celebrate the birth
of Jesus. God gave us the ultimate gift...His Son, Jesus Christ.
“Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given...and his name
shall be Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlast-
ing Father, the Prince of Peace.”

Join us on December 23rd for our annual Christmas
pageant! This is a perfect way to kickoff the Christmas
holiday weekend!!

In January we will be starting our Sunday School philan-
thropy project. Stay tuned for details. This will be open to
the entire St. George community.

| want to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas!
Athena Moutsioulis Bevan

Sunday School Save the Date!

Date
December 23
December 30
January 27

Event

Christmas Pageant & Party
Family Sunday, No class
Godparent Sunday &

THANK YOU

A very special thank you to everyone who contributed to-
wards our recent philanthropic outreach efforts. Earlier this
summer we sent $1,250.00 to the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese — Greek Fire Relief Fund and then last month we sent
$1,500.00 to the National Ladies Philoptochos Society — U. S.
Hurricane Relief Fund. The monies collected and sent out
will go a long way to help those in need. Again, thank you
for your generosity and your kindness.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

| hope you all had a pleasant Thanksgiving with family and
friends as we all have so much to be thankful for in our
country and especially here at St. George Cathedral. These
are busy times here at your community: Family Nights, Sun-
day School, Greek School, Cub/Boy Scouts, and Basketball
starting up in full as we are again fielding teams in many
age groups. Busy times indeed.

We just held our Board elections and | want to thank Bill
Macenas, who is stepping off the Board, for his service to
our church in that capacity, thanks Bill. | also want to wel-
come Christos Tsourvakas who was elected for the first
time. Congratulations Christos! | look forward to serving our
beloved cathedral with you. | also want to thank our four
returning Directors as we all will be continuing to serve our
church: Steve Chakas, Phil Liakos, Theo Vougias, and once
again me. Being a Director is an honor our community gives
to some of us and we must never forget that, being here
early, or late, going to meetings, cleaning up the mess,
keeping us on track and focused, moving forward together
as brothers & sisters. Mike Zoukis once told me it’s not
about being a big shot it is a service job, service to your
church. Mike told me that 30 years ago and | have not for-
gotten and pray | always remember those true words.

The Stewardship letters will be going out to many to remind
us to complete the final fulfillment of our 2018 pledge,
some have always paid at years’ end which is perfectly fine.
Maybe we can still generate a few brand-new pledges for
2018, who come but have not yet become a steward of the
church. Once the new year arrives the new 2019 commit-
ment will be going out. The message is the same please be
generous, it takes a lot of money to pay our bills, run our
programs, and maintain our buildings. How about $100
more from each of us, | know I'm just a pushy NY guy but
the need is real. We all need to work on what does the
church means to you and your family. We need to bring in
more people to share the burden, get the young people
back. Why not talk to your extended family? Is your brother,
sister, adult children members of our church? Were you
honored to be asked to be a Godparent years ago? Are they
here with you? We all need to spread the word to belong
in more than just a few passing comments. Let’s get our
own people back into their community, then we can work
on the others, we know you’re out there make a commit-
ment. The times demand it.

| do not want to offend anyone of any party allegiance, it
really does not matter but | think it is noteworthy that a
member of this church, a steward of this community, Chris
Pappas has been elected to Congress of the United States.
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This is a young man who went to our Sunday school, played
basketball in our center, went off to Harvard and then re-
turned to contribute to his family business and to the suc-
cess of our events: appreciation dinners, Palm Sunday, the
Glendi. It is notable and meaningful whether you voted for
him or not, he is one of us, this is something to take some
pride in and to tell your children, inform them that working
hard, doing their best in school, does indeed still mean
something that anything is possible in this wonderful coun-
try we all share.

| want to wish you a blessed, safe Christmas and New Year,
remember your church when enjoying your family and
friends, we are part of your extended family. Please join
with me in a prayer for our city, all its people and our coun-
try as we celebrate once again the birth of Christ, may God
bless you all and continue to bless His Cathedral of St.
George.

Frank C. Comerford
President

TABLE SPONSORS

Give your community a Christmas gift:
Join in one and all to sponsor a table.
Give a gift in memory of someone or

just join in as a group and sponsor a table.

Please join in by sponsoring a table 60” for $317.00 each
with 40 available
or sponsor one of the

5 larger ones 72” tables for $400.00 each

Everyone is encouraged to participate.

PASTORAL VISITATIONS

If a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home, house-bound
for any reason, or in a hospice facility, please contact Fr. Mike
immediately on his cell phone or at the Church Office to
arrange a visit.

MAKE-A-WISH
FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS
GIVING PROGRAM

Please help a needy child and or family through the Make-A-
Wish Foundation gift-giving program. Gift tags will be available
during the first week of December. Please return the wrapped
gift to the church by Tuesday, December 11, 2018. Gift re-
quests are listed by age and gender on the individual tags.



COMMUNITY NEWS

Funerals
Irene Ficek
Nia Pleat
May their memories be eternal!

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Beautification Fund in memory of:

Evangelos Tsingos $500.00
Koula “Kay” Fasekis $130.00
Haralabos “Bobby” Bailakis $250.00
Hercules Nagios $800.00

The Gregory Pappas Memorial Scholarship Fund
in memory of:
Evangelos Tsingos $200.00
The Anna Theodosopoulos Scholarship Fund
in memory of:

Evangelos Tsingos $200.00
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Greek Dance Class for Adults I!-I II!il.

2018 -2019 Sunday Dates [,- | II |
6pm - 8pm [ I

Dec. 2,9
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27

St. George Cathedral
650 Hanover St.
Manchester, NH 03103

All levels welcome
$5 per session

Instructors
Irene Savas, Director
Boston Lykeion Ellinidon "II

Angela Bourassa '
Performer of BLE Dance Troupe —
Manchester Greek Dance Instructor
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SAINT GEORGE CATHEDRAL
JOB FAIR

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

As you know this year we held 2 job fairs here at the St.
George Community Center. The first one was held in June
and the second one was held on November 9th. In June we
had 189 employers and 800 job seekers. The November 9th
Experienced Worker Job Fair attracted 85 employers and
674 job seekers. The November 9th Job Fair was a partner-
ship between Employment Security Business and Economic
Affairs, and AARP. Also East Side Plaza partnered with us by
providing parking for all the employers that participated.
Also WMUR broadcast live the evening before the job fair
with Siobhan Lopez and Ray Brewer live the next morning
from St. George at 5am the day of the job fair. WGIR and
WZID provided numerous mentions on air as well.

In New Hampshire and especially in this community this is
all about partnerships, collaboration, and showing our citi-
zens that we are all part of a much larger community based
on putting our best foot forward and making a positive dif-
ference in other people’s lives. So here, at St. George we
can assist our seniors, our veterans, our college graduates,
our high school graduates, those with disabilities, or those
individuals who have been incarcerated with new opportu-
nities and a chance for a better life all under one roof.

If any of you are interested in a part or fulltime position
Joyce has copies of the job fair flyers from the November
9th Job Fair .Please stop by the church office so you can see
who the employers were that participated and the type of
job opportunities that are available. If you have any ques-
tions please feel free to reach out to me by cell 361-3259.

During this very special time of the year we are extremely
thankful for the support from the St. George Cathedral
Board of Directors as well as the St. George Cathedral Com-
munity for providing the use of the community center for
our job fairs. Thank you so much for your ongoing support!

Hoping you and your families had a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing. Wishing all of you and your families A Merry Christmas!

Thanks Again,

George

WE HAVE A TWITTER
AND INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT

Here are the tags
Twitter - @SaintGeorgeNH
Instagram - saintgeorgegreekchurchnh
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STEWARDSHIP 2018

Michael & Donna Aboshar
Mark & Elaine Adam

Arthur Adamakos

William Aivalikles

Anastasia Ambargis

Alex Anagnost & Amy Cloutier
Diakaios & Demetria Anagnost
Stavros Anagnost

Alexander Apostol

Panagiota Arfanakis

Sally Argeriou

Stratos Argiras

Tasos & Helen Argiras

Dana & Ashley Arsenault
James & Lynne Arvanitis
William & Cheryl Athanas
Bradley & Katerina Atkinson
Christos & Alexandra Babis
Christine Ballas

Toula Barber

Jaime & Ashley Moufarge Bardwell
Curtis & Erika Barnes

Agapi Baryiames

Helen Benson

George & Joy Bentas

Joan Bentas

William & Susan Berry
Lawrence & Zoya Berube
Donald & Cynthia Bisson
Diane Bobotas

Peter & Kate Boisvert

Richard & Georgiann Boisvert
Thomas & Joanne Bonito
Thomas & Paula Borbotsina
Keir & Joanne Bordner

Arthur Boujoukos
Christopher & Angeliki Bourassa
William & Nancy Brennan
Rosemary Buder

Fanny Canotas

Brian, Cathy & Alexis Carr
Daniel & Amanda Casey
Gregory & Meagan Chadis
Dorothy Chakas

Steve Chakas

William & Maria+ Chaloge
Daphne Chiavaras

Fran Chiavaras

Stephanie Chiavaras

Robert & Mary-Ann Choquette
Christos & Barbara Chrisafides
Dean & Evangeline Christon
William C. Christy

Marie Clapsaddle

Ronald & Marion Coble
Pamela Colantuono

Brian Comerford

Frank & Alice Comerford
George Copadis

Nick Copadis

Jason & Sia Cote

Lynn Cross

Alice Crusade

Jenny Dakos

Maria Dakos

Julia Damalas

Maria Damalas

Sturgis Damalas

Nancy Daskal

Athanasios & Christine Dellas
Louis & Alexandra Demos
Alexander & Michelle Deris
John & Eileen Deris

Vivi Desjardins

Michael & Demetra Dillon
George & Linda Dimakis
Harry Dimos

Michael & Christina Dimos
Zoes & Athena Dimos
Robert & Angela Dion
Lawrence & Fannie Dionne
Tom & Carol Dionis
Kyriakos & Theologia Dongas
Maria Dongas

Sophia Dongas

Nicholas & Artemis Donis
Effie Dovas

John & Marie Dovas

Susan Duffy

Michael & Elizabeth Ferrari
Jim & Stephanie Ferro
Robyn & Alexys Ficek
Franceen Ballas Flynn
Nancy Folis

Kristine Gagne

Matthew Gatsas

Michael Gatsas

Pauline Gatsas

Theodore & Cassandra Gatsas
Kostas & Visaria Gekas
Demetrios & Stephanie Georgaklis
Barbara George

Alexander Georgeou
Stephen & Brenda Gikas
Aphrodite Giotas

Ifigenia Giotas

John Giotas

Nick Giotas

Timothy & Evangelia Giotas
Martin & Caroline Glennon
Roger & Ellen Goupil
Christopher Gregorios+
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Evangelos & Grace Griburas
Peter & Tana Gustafson
Carmelo & Paraskevi Gines Guzzardi
Maria Macaronas Hand
George & Georgia Karafotias Harb
Louise Hart

Nicholas & SeSun Hartofelis
Olga Haveles

Stephanie Spanos Honan
Benjamin Hostetler

William & Jennifer Hughen
William & Joan Hughen

John Ine

Alice Ivos

Alexander & Jessica Jasiukowicz
John & Kathryn Jaskolka
Nicholas Jaskolka

Jason & Alexis Jones

Betty Kacavas

Thomas & Irene Kalampalikis
Angeliki Kanellos

William & Orania Kanteres
Christos & Haido Karageorgos
Emilianos & Theodora Karagiannis
Theodore & Panagiota Karametros
John & Barbara Karanasios

Eva Karandanis

Rigas & Maria Karoutsos

John & Elaine Katsoupis

Chris & Helen Kehas

Anna Kennefick

Peter & Elaine Kiriakoutsos
George D. & Zoitsa Kitsis
George & Elizabeth Kitsis
Cynthia Gatzoulis Klinefelter
Martha Kokkinos

Andrea Kokolis

Ernie Kotekas

William Kotekas

Mary Koukos

Dennis & Anita Kounas
Michael & Afthalia Koustas
Sophia Koustas

Katherine Koutroubas & Family
Johny & Katelyn Kuttab

George & Dafnoula Lalopoulos
Diane Spiro LaRoche

Michael & Erica Lawton
Eudoxia Lazos

Philip Liakos

Stephen & Maureen Liakos
Mary Lianos

Elias & Martha Loukas

Alice Love

Daniel & Maria Lustenberger
Alice Lylis



STEWARDSHIP 2018

John+ & Marie MacArthur
William & Claire Macenas
Kathryn MacPhee

Emanuel & Kathleen Malatras
Stamatia Malatras

Helena Malik

Effie Mandelos

Pamela Manolakis

Joyce Mantia

Soterios & Pamela Margaritis
Linda Martin

Anthony & Karen Massahos
Charles & Lisa Massahos
Margaret Mathios

Barbara McCabe

Mark McCue & Vasiliki Canotas
Michael & Kaleope McKnight
Harry & Imelda Mehos
Socrates & Evdoxia Merisotis
Aspa Michalopoulos

Michael & Patricia Mikedis
Kerri Mikolaities

Olga Mikolaities

Bill & Valerie Millios

Spiro & Maria Millios

David & Helen Minkle
Demetrios Mitsopoulos
Nikolas & Lyndsay Mitsopoulos
Roula Mitsopoulos

Spiros & Sharon Mitsopoulos
Timothy Mitsopoulos
Zachary Mitsopoulos
Soultana Mokas

Marilyn Motowylak

Cathy Moufarge

Bess Mousseau

Elias Moutsioulis

Kosta & Nikki Moutsioulis
Nick Moutsioulis

John Nacos

Leonidas & Georgia Nacos
Hercules & Chrysanthe Nagios
Alkiviadis Nakos

Andromahi Nakos

Mark Nakos

Theodora Nakos

Charles, Iris & Nick Newdorf
Winston Nye & Ann Bobotas
Michael & Elaine Oleniak
Andrew & Jennifer Otto

Jeff Oxman & Gigi Georges
Michael & JoAnn O’Shaughnessy
Ralph & Voula Paglierani
Demetrios & Maria Palangas
Nicholas Palangas

William Pananos

Andrew & Donnalee Panos
Costas & Mary Papachristos
Andrew Papanicolau
Connie Papanicolau
Demetri Papanicolau

Frank & Athanasia Papanicolau
Aphrodite Papazoglou
Arthur & Dawn Pappas
Christopher Pappas

William & Toni Pappas
Artemis Paras

Jason & Heather Parent
James & Kristine Haveles Pelletier
Evangelos & Brenda Pervanas
George & Helen Pervanas
George Petrikas

Marie Pierce

Mark & Paula Pierce
Eugenia Pleat

Greg & Beth Plentzas

Philip & Sofia Plentzas
James & Haley Politis
Evangelos & Pauline Poulos
Gregory Poulos

Eleni Randos

Chrisoula Ricard

Giorgio & Denise Ricciardi
Georgia Saitas

Christos & Jackie Samaras
Eleni Samaras

George Samaras

James & Christine Samaras
Joanna Samaras

Maria Samaras

Nicholas & Ann Samaras
Terry Samaras

Phillip & Pamela Sapienza
Diana Seitz

John & Maria Sinclair
George Sioras

Christopher & Marina Skaperdas
Joyce Skaperdas

Georgia Sousa

Kostas & Tina Spanos
Stergios Spanos

Katherina Springer
Evangeline Statires

John & Elizabeth Stavropoulos
James & Nita Stewart

John & Roxanne Stergiou
Eva Stilkey

Angelo Suciu

Visarion & Sotiria Sverkos
Olga Sysyn

Thomas Sysyn

James & Dorothy Tagalakis
Lisa Tagalakis

Andrea Tartsa

Vasilios & Nancy Tatsis
Tracy Terrio

Theodora Thanos

William Theodosopoulos & Charlene

Matthews

Greg Timbas

Arthur N. Tolios

Vasiliki Tolios

Mary Tosi

George & Joyce Trapotsis
Demetrios & Antonia Tsialas
Christos Tsiamis

Vasso Tsingos

Dorothea Tsipopoulos
Thomas & Ginny Tsirimokos
Hercules & Constance Tsirovakas
Vasilios+ & Christos Tsourvakas
Alexandra Tsoutsas

Despina Tsoutsas

George Tsoutsas

Despina Tziros

Peter & Ashley Tziros
Kalliope Urban

Cathy Valiton

Christos Veziris

Peter & Karen Viscarola
Stergios & Christine Vizakis
Vasilios Vlahos

James & Constance Vlangas
Matthew & Darcie Vlangas
Fotios & Joanna Vougias
Theofilos & Angela Vougias
Vasilios & Christina Vougias
Edward & Cynthia Wade
Matthew & Mary Wade
Jeremy & Argy Walker
Timothy & Kristen Wheeler
Gretchen Whitney

Michael & Ellen Whitney
Helen Wilcox

Fr. Agathanikos Wilson
Philip & Nicole Wu

Arthur Zetes

Aristotle & Joanne Zevos
Eric Zink

George & Phyllis Zioze

John Zioze

George & Ourania Zogopoulos



SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
FOR THE
NATIVITY OF CHRIST

Service of Royal Hours of the Nativity
Friday, December 21, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Sunday before the Nativity
Sunday, December 23, 2018

Matins / Orthros at 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

Vesperal Divine Liturgy of the Nativity
Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Christmas Day Morning
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.

“Your birth, O Christ our God, did shine upon the world and
through the light of wisdom, illumined the universe; and to
those who held the stars in worship, did through a star,
learn to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness; and came
to know You the light from on high.

Glory to You, O Lord.”

- Apolytikion of Christmas

May Christ’s blessings be upon you and your family this
Christmas, may His Love and Peace be with you always, and
may the light of that bright star which illumined the skies
over Bethlehem, allowing the world to see the humble birth
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, guide you always in your
journey towards Salvation. May you have a very Merry Christ-
mas and a blessed and healthy New Year.

With my paternal love in our
Incarnate Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
+Very Rev. Father Agathonikos M. Wilson (Father Mike)
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

If your address changes, please give the Cathedral Office a
call at 622-9113 and let them know of the change.

FATHER’S OFFICE HOURS

Father’s Office Hours

Monday — Wednesday — Friday
10:00 a.m. t0 4:00 p.m.
Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday and Saturday By Appointment

FATHER’S CONTACT
INFORMATION

Cell Phone: (603) 856-6749

E-mail: revframwilson@yahoo.com

St. George
Board of Directors

Anagennesis Ladies
Society Board 2018

V. Rev. Fr. Agathonikos M.
Wilson
Dean of the Cathedral

Frank C. Comerford
President

John Stavropoulos
1st Vice President

Philip Liakos
2nd Vice President

Andrew Papanicolau
Treasurer

Timothy Giotas
Secretary

Steve Chakas
George Copadis
William Hughen
William Macenas
Cathy Moufarge
Nicoletta Moutsioulis
George Skaperdas
Gregory Timbas
Thomas Tsirimokos
Theofilos Vougias
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Cathy Moufarge
President

Kelly O’Brien Hebert
Vice President

Kathy Dovas Jaskolka
Secretary

Carol Dionis
Treasurer

Dorothy Chakas
Membership

Diane Spiro LaRoche
Sunshine

Marga Bessette

Jenny Dakos

Christina Dimos
Angela Dion

Tana Kilmer Gustafson

Eva Marie Mavrofrides Stilkey

Veneta Tatakis
Tracy Terrio
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CALLED TO BE SAINTS...

STEPHEN, ARCHDEACON
& FIRST MARTYR
DECEMBER 27

Saint Stephen was a Jew, by race, and, as some say, a disci-
ple of Gamaliel, the teacher of the Law mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles. He was the first of the seven deacons
whom the Apostles established in Jerusalem to care for the
poor, and to distribute alms to them. Being a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, he performed great signs and
wonders among the people. While disputing with the Jews
concerning Jesus, and wisely refuting their every contradic-
tion, so that no one was able to withstand the wisdom and
the spirit whereby he spoke, he was slandered as a blas-
phemer and was dragged off to the Sanhedrin of the elders.
There with boldness he proved from the divine Scriptures
the coming of the Messiah, of Whom they had become the
betrayers and murderers, and he reproved their faithless
and hardheartedness. And finally, gazing into Heaven and
beholding the divine glory, he said: "Lo, | see the Heavens
opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of
God." But when they heard this, they stopped up their ears,
and with anger cast him out of the city and stoned him,
while he was calling out and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit." Then, imitating the long-suffering of the Master, he
bent his knees and prayed in a loud voice for them that
were stoning him, and he said, "Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge," And saying this, he fell asleep, thus becoming the

first among the Martyrs of the Church of Christ.
S .
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CALLED TO BE SAINTS...

IGNATIUS THE GOD-BEARER,
BISHOP OF ANTIOCH
DECEMBER 20

Saint Ignatius was a disciple of Saint John the Theologian, a
successor of the Apostles, and he became the second
Bishop of Antioch. He wrote many epistles to the faithful,
strengthening them in their confession, and preserving for
us the teachings of the holy Apostles. Brought to Rome
under Trajan, he was surrendered to lions to be eaten, and
so finished the course of martyrdom about the year 107.
The remnants of his bones were carefully gathered by the
faithful and brought to Antioch. He is called God-bearer, as
one who bore God within himself and was aflame in heart
with love for Him. Therefore, in his Epistle to the Romans,
imploring their love not to attempt to deliver him from his
longed-for martyrdom, he said, "l am the wheat of God, and
am ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that | may be
found to be the pure bread of God."

UPCOMING FAMILY EVENTS

Gingerbread House Family Fun Night  Fri, Dec. 7th

All Family Fun Nights are from
6:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m. in the Community Center.



STEWARDSHIP:
THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST

o

Christmas Day, is the Feast Day that rejoices in the greatest
gift offered to humankind - God humbles Himself and takes
on flesh, it is the Incarnation of the Son of God, so that you
and | may be saved. In commemoration of this day, we
exchange gifts with one another.

Contemplating the icon of the Birth of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ we realize the great love that God offers to His
people through His Son. God loves us so much that He has
sent His Son to show us a new way of life. The Birth of Christ
is a celebration of joy, for we have been granted eternal life.
The truth that God became man and entered into history
is seen in the icon of the Nativity. Wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger is the Christ Child. All the
details of the icon relate to the Lord’s presence among us.
The icon of the Nativity calls us to praise and glorify the
Birth of Christ.

Orthodox Church Iconography and Hymnology teach us
wonderful lessons about Orthodox Christian Stewardship.
The following hymn, taken from the Vespers of the Nativity,
invites us to recognize the offerings made in celebration of
the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We sing:
"What shall we bring to You, O Christ, Who, for our sake,
was born on earth as man? Every creature brings thanks to
You: Angels their songs; the heavens a star; Wise Men gifts;
Shepherds amazement; the earth a cave; the wilderness a
manger; but we - the Virgin Mother."

All creation has acknowledged the Birth of the Redeemer of
Humankind through the act of Stewardship. We, too, must
then offer our time, our talents, and our treasure so that His
Church may truly glorify Him and confess: Christ is Born!

St . G e o r g e G r e e &k

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
IS JANUARY 6, 2019

In 1970 if you pledged $100.00 per year to our beloved
Saint George Cathedral, that translates into $1,000.00 in
today’s money. We all tend to forget that inflation has
taken a great toll on our money. In 1970, you paid
$2,500.00 for a brand new automobile, which today would
cost you $25,000.00. The cost of everything has increased
continually over the years.

We offer ourselves as Stewardship. Stewardship is our
response to God’s grace and moves us from grace to
gratitude. Just as we love because God first loved us (1 John
4:14), we give because God first gave to us. The question of
the psalmist, “What shall | give to the Lord in return for all His
benefits towards me?” (Psalm 116:2), is answered in every
Divine Liturgy when the priest calls us to “offer ourselves and
one another and our whole life to Christ our God.” This is the
same thought that we ought to have when we make our
stewardship offering to the Church as we do so with humility,
appreciation, thanksgiving, joy, respect, and love.

Your 2019 Stewardship packets will be mailed to you very
soon. Please reflect upon and consider the gifts that you
have received from God and give accordingly to your
Church. Please fill out your 2019 Stewardship Form and
return it to the Church on or before Sunday, January 6, 2019
— Stewardship Sunday.

At the end of the Divine Liturgy a special basket will be
passed and you will place your 2019 Stewardship Form in
this basket in a sealed envelope. All of the stewardship
forms that have already been returned to the Church prior
to this date will also be placed in this basket as well. Father
will then take the basket to the Altar and offer a prayer over
our stewardship pledges for the coming year.

SERVICES FOR THE
FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS

The service of Great Vespers for the Feast of St. Nicholas
will be held on Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Saint Nicholas Church, 1168 Bridge Street, Manches-
ter. A light reception will follow in the church hall.

The Divine Liturgy for the Feast of St. Nicholas will be on
Thursday, December 6 at 10:00 a.m. also at the St.
Nicholas Church.



Community Center / December 7" 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Please join us and decorate a gingerbread house with your family!
The gingerbread house will already be assembled!
We will also have nut free/peanut free Gingerbread houses available per request

*%%* Please RSVP in order to reserve a Kit***

**Gingerbread House Contests **
Fun activities will be set up and some group games to be played!
We will watch a holiday classic and sing a few Christmas carols!

Cost $20.00 per family
Dinner and Beverages will be provided
Please bring a dessert to share.

*Please bring a bag or two of candy that can be shared and used for decorating®

Please sign up below if you would like to join us and return the form

and payment to the St. George Cathedral office in an envelope labeled
GINGERBREAD EVENT.

Name:

#coming:

Contact information:

25 =5 =5

/

/



OPERATION 6

THANK YOU TO ALL THE FAMILIES WHO PARTICIPATED
IN OUR FIRST HALLOWEEN CANDY DRIVE!

THE CANDY WILL BE PART OF CARE PACKAGES FOR
TROOPS, VETERANS & FIRST RESPONDERS.

FATHER WILSON AND ALEXA BEVAN WITH SOME OF THE MANY
BOXES OF CANDY WE SENT TO OPERATION GRATITUDE
NOVEMBER 2018



SAINT GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
650 HANOVER STREET
MANCHESTER, NEw HAMPSHIRE 03104-5306
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